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Advancing the Kingdom through Art

By Diana Thomas

¢ The best things we can
il know in life come out of
| knowing who we are in
| Christ and what direc-
tion living in that identi-
| ty will take us. The Bi-
" ble tells us we are God's
beloved handiwork
(Poiema) created for
good works since before
we were born, but it still takes us a
good long while to discover what all
this means. It takes day to day com-
munication with God and the Spirit to
learn how to live the kind of abundant
life Jesus paid so dearly to give us.

Looking back to my innocent and un-
hindered childhood thoughts about
what I liked to do and what I wanted
to be when I grew up held clues to an
early picture of who I was designed to
be. I hadn't had time to have harmful
labels attached to me yet, nor to let my
misconceptions develop into negative
self images. As far back as third
grade, 1 knew I liked to draw and
write. In school I would make tiny
books about 2.5 inches square out of
colored paper, illustrating them and
stapling the sides then giving them to
my friends. My third grade teacher
noticed my budding drawing skills and
asked me to help her make seasonal
bulletin boards in the classroom. I
became known as that girl who could
"draw good."

My dad was a graphic designer and
artist, so I always had the materials
and encouragement needed to propel
me forward through high school art
classes, then to the Art Institute of

Pittsburgh and on into a variety of
art based careers.

The writing part of me developed
much slower. It surfaced again in
earnest when I was going through
some difficult life changes in my
forties. Being an overly busy mom
with perfectionist tendencies I first
began journal writing as a way to
quiet and focus my mind in prayer
and meditate on what I was learn-
ing as I went deeper into my Chris-
tian walk. Being still with and lis-
tening to God became in time a
necessity for my heart, mind and
soul.

I also realized that the movement
of a pen on the page each morning
was a soothing and healing pro-
cess not unlike the way I felt when
creating a piece of art. Before I
knew it I had become a "journal
junkie" regularly sketching and
writing in differently themed jour-
nals; nature notes, day to day life,
travel, and my garden. Interest-
ingly the sketching also became an
integral part of my "prayer time."

In his perfect timing God began to
orchestrate introductions and
events that helped me see what he
had been doing all along. I had
twenty five years of writings and
art pieces that could be pulled to-
gether and shaped into a book! It
would be a reflection of the person
God had designed me to be; an
artsy writer who learned to see the
beauty of life right in the middle of
the ordinary moments every day
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brings. And it would
be a reflection of how
God moves us through
the seasons of life and
shapes us to be more
like Christ.

I was afraid at first
that no one would
want to read a book
like this, but I soon
discovered that people
did enjoy reading it. I
have found a true
blessing in watching
my story become a
ministry.
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Advanecing the

By Christina Gray

Non-Profit Coffee
Profits the Kingdom

In January 2018, House of Bread
Ministries had its first vision
meeting. My husband, Jeff, and I
met with three other couples,
praying together, and listening for
God’s leading. The goal is to al-
ways focus on hearing God’s voice
and pursuing His plan. The mes-
sage is clearer now than it was
then; success is found in trans-
formed lives. Almost 6 years later
we can look back and see how His
power worked through us to serve
those who need His presence.

January 2020 dawned with the
excitement of a fresh vision for
community ministry. During 2019
our core group did the work of
visiting several ministries with
community outreach. Our mission
of “Transforming Lives through
Relationships and Service” led to
the establishment of two non-
profit entities, the first is our
church, House of Bread, and our
outreach arm, Temple Court Com-
munity (TCC). TCC is a non-profit
coffee roaster using all profits to
fund community programs.

The end goal is a community cen-
ter with a coffee shop here in the
rural apple country of Adams
County, PA. House of Bread and
Temple Court Community minis-
tries envision a marketplace
where relationships move to disci-
pleship, and the love of Christ
does transformative work with
anyone who walks through the
door. They will enter for coffee, or
a community program, and they
will leave knowing they have been
in the presence of goodness, and
truth. That is how Jesus works;
He is everywhere. Post covid sta-
tistics for weekly church attend-
ance hover close to 25% in the

Kingdom through Coffee
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USA. Our ministries set a goal to
reach the other 75%. Our core
team started brainstorming the
talents and gifts we all pos-
sessed, and what we could do in
the space God would provide for
us, then our community center
vision emerged.

The vision remains the same,
and on our way to that end goal,
God has confirmed relationships
are the key to our success and
people are at the center of His
heart. As we obediently walk out
His plan, we are seeing transfor-
mation!

During our last season of free
community dance lessons that
we held at the local library, we
reached over twenty children.
Boys and girls learned to move to
music, forgetting their differ-
ences and building self confi-
dence. At our final performance
for parents, we enjoyed time with
the families after the show while
we snacked and sipped coffee or
punch. Listening to so many sto-
ries of how kids were encouraged
during their time with us, we re-
alized the transformation that
God had done as we served. One
mother breathlessly ran up to us
as we were cleaning up. She said
she had all the kids in the van,
all six of them! She did not want
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to leave without sharing how much
this meant to her boy and two girls
that faithfully attended. I had nev-
er seen her before, then she con-
fided that they live part-time in
downtown York with her, but Dad

is here, an hour away, in
Biglerville. She said this year has
been hard for the kids, but they
told her that dance helped them to
find a way to “get their feeling
out.” Every week at the very end
of dance we did a cool down, usu-
ally to a worship song, and then,
we prayed over the dancers, “out
loud” in the library. At the very
end of our recital, we prayed with
the kids in a circle and many of
them offered prayers as well. They
may never walk into a church, but
Jesus is everywhere.

We also had the opportunity to
bring our mobile coffee cart to a
local campground the first Friday
of each month. People lined up for
a sweet drink, and we prayed for a
miracle. We had the opportunity to
pray several times with the
campground owners. When we
needed help, young adults were
lined up several times to help set
up the coffee cart. At the end of
one evening, someone leaned in
toward me saying, “this has been a
good night for him,” pointing to a
rather unique young man who had
helped us all night. We had given

Continued on page 3
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Advancing the Kingdom...
Continued from page 2

him a free drink, which made him
incredibly happy. He had struggled
mentally and physically for a lot of
his life, always struggling to “fit in”
as well. Our vision includes train-
ing volunteers in any area they can
help. He was eager to help and will-
ing to learn. He was asked to leave
the organized bible study he had
tried to attend, sitting quietly, lis-
tening in a church setting was not
working for him, but Jesus is every-
where, and he felt the love of the
Body of Christ at a campground,
just helping the coffee cart people.

Because we don’t have a building,
we've had to be creative about how
and where we serve people. We've
used coffee as a bridge to relation-
ships, from serving coffee at drug
and alcohol recovery centers to
handing out hot cups of cocoa and
coffee during our Christmas tree
give away, a cup of coffee can be
transformational! Our outreach has
also included community hiking
days for families in the summer. We
have had the opportunity to pray
with others on the beach at state
parks. We have met at
campgrounds and in state parks
inviting those around us to join in.
Weve even reached people in a
small rock climbing “bouldering”

loft above a woodshop that be-
longs to one of our core mem-
bers. Our goal is a community
center, but His goal is people’s
hearts. So, we go with Jesus eve-
rywhere.

What does House of Bread look
like as a church gathering? Din-
ner and Coffee is at 6pm on Sat-
urday nights in Aspers. We gath-
er outside around a fire as often
as possible. We meet down a pri-
vate lane at our home, where no
other house can be seen. We
sing, spend time in the word,
then, in small groups, we dis-
cuss how we can apply the scrip-
ture to our lives. If you continue
another quarter mile back that
stone lane, there is an empty
house. The man who lived there
died in the Fall. We only knew
him in passing, he kept to him-
self, and when we did stop to
talk, he smelled like a beer! One
evening while we were at the
campground serving coffee, a
pastor who was camping there
spoke to us about our ministry.
We knew him and had chatted
with him before. He shared how
he had done a funeral for a man
down a private lane in Aspers. It
was at the home of our neighbor,
who had struggled his whole life
to overcome past shadows of
abuse. The Pastor wanted us to
know something. As he waited
for us to make him His Latte, he
told us during his time at the
funeral a friend of the departed
shared this story: When the
weather was nice, he would sit
out on his porch Saturday
nights. He would cry and listen
to the singing and the words
floating through the trees. He
knew where his help came from,
he just couldn’t get himself to
church ... But Jesus is every-
where, even when you are alone
on your back porch.

It's His Vision and His Church.
He made the coffee beans grow
and He will use anything on this

earth, including coffee, to bring
people to Himself. We are hum-
bled to be part of what the Holy
Spirit is doing in Adams County.
Visit us online at
www.houseofbread.xyz for more
information, and when you’re in
Apple Country, come join us.
Jesus is here!

Article reprinted from The Global Ad-
vocate April Issue with permission.
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Advancing the Kingdom by Loving Your Neighbor

Donna Sturr, 77, has taught
within the church since she was
14 years old. Donna has served
as an organist, pianist, choir di-
rector, youth and young adults
S.S. teacher, Bible Quiz coach,
youth leader, and young adult
leader. Her husband, Phil Sturr,
was a CGGC pastor from 1971-
2005, serving York First Church,
Harmony Bethel Church, Hill-
crest Church, and Mt. Pleasant
Church, through 35 years of
ministry. Phil and Donna have
had a lifetime of ministry togeth-
er. Donna still works fulltime as
the Assistant for Leadership De-
velopment with the Brethren in
Christ Denomination, serving
over 500 ministers with their cre-
dentialing and education.

In February of 2022, Donna lost
her husband, Phil, after 54 years
of marriage. It was a life altering
loss, but it wasn’t the only large
change Donna was hit with. A
year later, in June of 2023, Don-
na was diagnosed with breast
cancer. Despite her need for an
oxygen tank, this diagnosis did-
n’t slow Donna’s ministry down.
She still works full-time, and in
fact, new opportunities have
opened up. To hear more about
it, we asked Donna for an inter-
view to share about her continu-
ing to make disciples.

We heard you’ve recently start-
ed a new ministry with your
neighbors, what motivated you
to do this?

After Phil passed away in Febru-
ary 2022, the Lord laid on my
heart a burden for my neighbors
and I wanted to share Jesus with
them. I knew some of them by
name but only a few because of
working full-time and not being
home a lot. My goal was then to

eventually have a Bible Study in my
home for those who may want to at-
tend. In November 2022 I prepared
half sheets of paper with an invita-
tion for a “meet and greet” at my
house on a Sunday afternoon. 14
neighbors attended. It was great for
all of us to get to know our neighbors
and chat for almost 2 2 hours. After
the meet and greet I recorded all
their names (including children) on
my daily prayer list and I pray for
each of them, by name, most every
day.

What opportunities has God made
for you to minister to your neigh-
bors?

Since I can’t walk into a store, as I
am on oxygen and my levels go too
low with any exertion, my neighbors
often contact me and say they are
going to a store, and theyll ask if
they can bring me anything. I often
let them bring me an item or two as
they then come into my home and
sometimes will sit down and talk. I
have learned to listen to my neigh-
bors’ struggles and hurts and offer to
pray for them, which they gladly ac-
cept. Some of them have noticed and
ask me about how I am handling my

arve 1175w
\I_,-/I '.7 ¢ = LS l( / L} ,"
</

with Donna Sturr
by Jacob Clagg

diagnosis so well. This pro-
vides opportunity to share
about Jesus.

Since the meet and greet in
November 2022, I have had
opportunity to sit down in my
home with 5 individuals or
families from my cul-de-sac
and get to know them better
as well as them get to know
me better. The one neighbor
is a very strong Catholic but
that seems to be where her
focus is — on the Catholic
Church more than Jesus. I
have had opportunities to
share the need for a personal
faith in Jesus with her. An-
other neighbor, who is totally
unchurched, is going through
testing right now for a possi-
ble cancer diagnosis and is
struggling. 1 have had the
opportunity to pray with her
in my home. Another neigh-
bor in his 80’s takes my
trash to the curb every week.
I invited him and his wife
over for dinner a few weeks
ago and we played some
games together. At the close
of the evening, I had an op-
portunity to ask about their
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Loving Your Neighbor
Continued from page 4

faith background. Several of the
neighbors have brought me lefto-
ver food from their meals or they
would make extras for me. This
gives me the opportunity to en-
gage with them.

Is there something about our
relentlessly busy lives that
makes us ignore our neighbors?
Why do you think we struggle
to make connection with people
who live next to us?

We are so inward focused, I think,
and we come home tired, and all
we want to do is rest, get supper
for the family, and start the day
over again. I needed to create
space in my life. When we were in
the 35 years of ministry, I would
look at my calendar and I would
have no free time at all. We were
just tied up in our own lives, and
our ministry.

We say we know the Lord called
us into full time ministry, but
what does He want for me today?
Each day I get up now, I know I
have today, but I don’t know if I
have tomorrow. I asked my oncol-
ogist what my prognosis was, and
he said, “you’re living today, and
you may not have tomorrow.” So,
that’s what I know, but I guess all
of us are living that way. We have
today to live for our Lord.

Did you have any fears stepping
into this new ministry? How
did you address those fears?

Each time I engage with a neigh-
bor, I fear that I will say the
wrong words and not be a good
ambassador for my Lord. I desire
to live the fruit of the Spirit and
not be a stumbling block in any
way. I have never had a lot of con-
fidence in my oral or written com-
munication, as many times I
speak without giving great
thought as to what I am saying. I

pray daily that the Lord would
use me and provide wisdom as I
share Jesus one-on-one. I want
to make each moment count for
my Lord while He has given me
reasonable health. My main way
of addressing these fears is
through prayer and as I sense
the Lord leading me to step out
in faith and follow that leading.

My first fear was as I walked
around my cul-de-sac in early
November 2022 passing out the
invitations, not knowing many
of my neighbors, and handing
them the invitation to attend a
“meet and greet” at my house. I
prayed that day before I left my
house. When Phil passed, I
prayed for many months to
bring me clarity as to how I

Donna Sturr

could best share Jesus with my
neighbors. To my knowledge,
only 2 of the 11 homes attended
mass on a weekly basis.

Do you see a connection be-
tween being vulnerable and
being faithful?

Yes, I clearly see a connection
between being vulnerable and
being faithful. I need to come
before my Lord with open hands
and arms saying, “‘here I am
Lord, use me” and then being
willing to join Him in His work
and follow Him in faithfulness
wherever He leads. He is the one
who will do the work through
me. I notice it seems to have

helped in my relationship with my
neighbors as I am willing to be
vulnerable about both past joys
and accomplishments as well as
challenges and failures in my life.
I need to be willing to be open
about my faith journey and that it
is clearly my relationship with the
Lord that makes a difference.

How has this new ministry
changed your relationship with
God?

I am practicing my Lord’s pres-
ence more throughout the day re-
alizing that it is nothing I am do-
ing but only what He can do
through me as I fully yield to Him.
It is a rather sobering thought
that perhaps God placed Phil and
me at this address after Phil had
to stop pastoring so that we could
be the light in a dark world to our
neighbors. That is quite a respon-
sibility. Since Phil has passed
away, | have been much more
faithful in my personal devotions
even though there are days that
have been missed. These times in
the morning have become very
special for me as I pray for others
(including every mneighbor by
name) and spend time in God’s
Word asking what He wants to say
to me for that day and then jour-
naling. I desire to keep my eyes
focused on Jesus in all I do.

Do you see this ministry as a
model that others could follow?

Yes, I do. They may not live on a
cul-de-sac as I do but they can
use a similar model, whether it is
with co-workers, neighbors, a
group of new believers from
church who they are mentoring,
or whatever ministry to which the
Lord calls them. I believe God has
called us to minister one-on-one
and to disciple others and bring
them to Jesus by our personal
interactions.

(reprinted from The Global Advocate with
permission)
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If you or your women’s group have not been a part of Thank Offer-

ome"l’s ing in the past and would like to, all you need to do is get a container
> o ° and start thanking God for the many blessings he gives you each
mlStrLes day. Look for our reminders to send in your offerings in April. We
Churches of God, Generel Conference are better together! Thank Offering barrels may be obtained by

contacting Kathy Foor or ordering online at Berlin Packaging..
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=
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=
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Facebook: This Newsletter

Churches of God Women's Ministries
(CGWM)

YouTube:
CGWM

CGWM is funded through donations. To donate please make check out to CGGC with WM18o0 in the memo and send to:

*
¢ CGWM Booklets
¢
*
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